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Dear Rush City Community Members,  
  
Our school and community have recently suffered many tragedies.  One of our wonderful 
paraprofessionals sustained the loss of her home to a devastating fire, and we also suffered the 
loss of a beloved paraprofessional and a precious student.  I would personally like to express our 
sincere gratitude for the outpouring of support to the families, our school, and community.  The 
strong bonds of our community are what make Rush City such a special place.  I also extend a very 
special note of appreciation to Restoration Church (Cary and Penny) for their ongoing support, and 
to all the clergy and mental health workers in our community that have reached out to support our 
students and staff.  The healing process will take some time.  We are committed to supporting 
student needs while also providing structure and as much normalcy as possible.  As a parent, if you 
have any concerns or questions please reach out!  
 
Now on to address a question many of you have asked recently… “How do we determine school closures?”  
 
As I write this part of Community Connections the weather outside is a lovely, sunny winter day and 34 degrees.  If only 
we could ensure the weather will stay this warm and clear and only get warmer; however, we all know as Minnesotans 
that is not likely to happen.   
 
In recent weeks we have had some very cold weather.  The threshold for determining a school closing due to temperature 
is -35 degrees; temperature or wind-chill.  This threshold was established by metro school districts and is followed by 
many others.  In the event of extremely cold weather such as the -20 degrees we reached last week, it is imperative that 
students have, or are wearing, the warm weather clothing required for those temperatures.  
 
The decision making process for a school closing due to snow or ice is less precise, yet very well researched and 
considered before making the decision to close for the day, delay the start, or close early.  The safety of our children is the 
anchor in which all decisions are made and we know creating the possibility of children being home alone is an extremely 
important factor we consider.  Our bus drivers, administrators that live in Rush City, the county, and surrounding 
superintendents, all provide to me reports regarding road conditions.  Safe passage for our buses is needed in order for us 
to run the routes.  On the two days we have closed early, conditions warranted extra time for the routes and to ensure 
the safe return to school during daylight.   
 
I realize any school closure; even an hour early, causes an inconvenience for families.  We encourage you to have a back-
up plan in the event it is needed.  Late start or full day school closures are reported on television, our website, and 
through School Messenger to your phones and emails.  Early closure is reported on our website and School Messenger.  
Please see below for procedures on how to check the accuracy of your contact information and how to make changes to 
it.  

 
Kindest Regards,  
 
Teresa  
 

Our mission is to provide each learner with appropriate educational opportunities to reach his or her potential.

From Superintendent Teresa Dupre | January 27, 2017 

Building Strong Foundations  

for a Successful Future 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Seniors, Karter and Zane,  
  sharing their artistic talent 
  with our sixth grade students.   

 

 

Leo’s Club meeting with Rush City Lion, Vern Koepp SCHOOL MESSENGER 

School Messenger is an automated 
communication and emergency 

notification system. 

This system helps schools by 
empowering principals and 

administrators to notify parents using 
automated phone, email and *text 

message (SMS) broadcasts. This can 
include scheduled communications, 
same-day and night-before parent 
notification for school cancellation, 

schedule changes, and             
unplanned events. 

Parents/guardians are encouraged to log 
in to their ParentVue account to review 

the accuracy of their contact information 
and to make updates/corrections. Note 

that each parent has their own 
ParentVue account. Please ensure your 
email and phone contacts are current. 

School Messenger is set up to send 
broadcasts to all phone numbers and the 

first two emails you list in ParentVue.   

Please contact the school your oldest 
child attends if you have any questions 
about your ParentVue access or login. 

Jacobson Elementary  
(including Preschool) 

Nancy Moulton 
320-358-1322 

 
Rush City High School 

Wendy Cook 
320-358-1263 

If you find that your contact information 
is correct, but you are still not receiving 

our email communications through 
School Messenger, please contact our 

District Office at 320-358-4855 for 
assistance. Be aware that 

broadcasts@schoolmessengermail.com  
is the address from which the emails are 

sent.  If you unsubscribe to this email 
address you will be removed from the 

list and unfortunately not receive ANY of 
our communications. 

*SMS messages are limited in characters - 
too short to fully explain an emergency 
situation - for parents that rely on that 
form of communication, please check 

your voicemail or email for all the details. 
If you didn't "Opt in" to SMS (text) 

messaging you won't receive them. If you 
would like to receive SMS (text) messages 

simply text the word  
YES to 67587 from your phone. 

SMS_Text_Opt-In_Flyer_67587.pdf 

 

 
                          Kate Gillis competed in four events at                     
                          the Business Professionals of America  
                          Competition on January 17 & 18

th
 and  

earned the title of finalist in the  
Human Resource Management category. 

SUBSTITUTE BUS DRIVERS NEEDED 

We are in need of drivers with a positive attitude to ensure 
the safe transport of our students.  Current school bus 

endorsement is preferred.  Training is available.   
Apply online at www.rushcity.k12.mn.us                                         
or pick up an application in the District                      
Office.  Call 320-358-4855 for further                         
information.  
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